13th Montfort Cup Interschool Online English Debate Competition 2021-22

COVID-19 pandemic has led to secure disruptions in normal life, including closure of schools. It has
impacted over 240 million children of the country who are enrolled in schools. Extended school closures
may cause loss of learning. To mitigate the impact of the pandemic, St. Montfort School, Bhopal had
organised a virtual event, 13th Montfort Cup Interschool Online English Debate Competition-2021 on the
topic: “Environmental Protection should take a back seat for the sake of Economic development in
Developing Countries” on 21st August 2021, saturday from 9 am to 12 pm through MS Teams platform
which was a humble step to remodel and reimagine the way learning can happen.

Debate Competition is an event which brings eager and inquisitive minds together by providing them an
opportunity to recognize, hone and augment their skills and allow them to brainstorm, innovate and
launch ideas that interact and contribute to the vast dynamics of technology. With such spirit, 14
participants from 7 prestigious school of Bhopal displayed their debating skills.

The programme started with an introduction & welcoming of eminent judges, participants and teacher
incharges by the program Coordinator, Mr. Krishna Kapil followed by a prayer song. Eminent Judges of
the event, Mrs. Kanchan Dulani, Former Principal, Sadhu Vaswani International School, Hyderabad and
Dr. Pallavi Shrivastava, Asst. Professor, Christ College, Bhopal were introduced to the audience and rules
& regulations of debate competition were pronounced to the participants.

Talented and budding orators spoke in favour and against the motion eloquently. The session was a
rainbow of opinions, thoughts, ideas and perspectives that definitely enhanced the knowledge and
understanding of the topic among students. The participants, armed with statistics and data validated and
displayed confidence in presenting their arguments before a virtual audience and a panel of eminent jury
members.

Toward the end of the heated but interesting debate which lasted over two hours, finally Carmel Convent
Sr. Sec. School, BHEL was declared as the overall champion and was presented with the Best School
trophy. In the individual performance for the motion, Avina Mishra of Sagar Public School, Saket Nagar
bagged the Best Speaker Award while Surbhi Sharma of Carmel Convent Sr. Sec. School, BHEL bagged
Best Speaker Against the Motion Award. Speaker. Besides this, all participants were given an e- certificate
of participation.

The event was well organised by Programme Co-ordinators Mr. Krishna Kapil, Mrs. Samta Chawla, Ms.
Gargee Chattopadhyay (Technical Assistance) and well-presented by the anchors of the occasion. Vote of
thanks was proposed by the Senior Coordinator of the School, Mrs. Jyoti Vibin Nair and the program was
concluded with the gesture of gratitude for everyone.

By MR. KRISHNA KAPIL
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